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Academic Information 
 
 
Academic Mission 
The mission of Notre Dame College Prep is to assist each individual with the integration of faith, 
scholarship and culture. As a school community, we do not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, or national or ethnic origin in the administration of programs and opportunities made 
available to our students. A student's enrollment at Notre Dame implies acceptance of the 
mission and philosophy of the school. Accordingly, all students enrolled at Notre Dame, whether 
Catholic or non-Catholic, are expected to participate fully in the Religious Studies classes, class 
retreats and other informal opportunities provided for the development of one's life of faith. In so 
doing, Notre Dame College Prep is sensitive to and respectful of the particular faith traditions of 
the individual in the administration of our educational programs.  
 
Graduation Requirements  

• Must earn 24.00 credits, which include: 
4.0  Religion 

 4.0  English 
 3.0  Mathematics  
 3.0  Lab Sciences  
      1.0  Biology  
      1.0  Chemistry or Physics 
       1.0  Science elective   
 2.0  of the same Foreign Language 
 3.0  Social Studies: 
      1.0  Western Civilization 
      1.0  United States History 
      1.0  Social Studies Elective 
 0.5  Fine and Performing Arts  
 0.5  Computer Literacy 
 2.0  Physical Education/Health 
 

• Participation in the Christian Service Program with twenty-five hours for each academic 
year and a corresponding reflection paper. 

• Must pass by end of Junior Year: 
        United States Constitution Exam  
       English Composition Proficiency Exam 

• Participation in at least one retreat per academic year 
 
 
Retreat and Service Requirements  
The words from the Mission and Philosophy of Notre Dame College Prep are the foundation of 
the work of the Campus Ministry Office. So that the spirit behind these words can remain alive 
and dynamic, it is the work of this office to offer opportunities for prayer, reflection, and service 
so that each person who is part of the Notre Dame family can grow in mind and heart. 
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God has made a Covenant with us, the Lord's people, promising to remain faithful to us all at all 
times; in return, we are invited to remain faithful by loving God, others, and self, imitating God's 
love for us. The Holy Spirit and the Sacraments, especially Eucharist, are the gifts which help us 
to keep our part of the Covenant.  
 
In the spirit of Jesus, an annual retreat is required of every student each year he attends Notre 
Dame College Prep. This is an opportunity to "step back" from life and listen to what God has to 
say to us. Every retreat includes prayer, reflection, interaction and Eucharist.  
 
Twenty-five hours of Christian Service must be completed by the end of each academic year. A 
student will not be permitted to advance to the next grade level if this yearly requirement is not 
satisfied.  
 
Further information about the Christian Service Experience is available in the Parent and Student 
Handbooks for Notre Dame College Prep. 
 
Graduation Requirements and Participation in Graduation  
Notre Dame College Prep does not permit early graduation. In order to participate in the 
Graduation Exercises, a student must meet ALL requirements listed above for graduation. 
Students deficient in any credits or required courses will NOT be allowed to participate in the 
Graduation Exercises.  
 
Grades 
Grades are based on the quality of work a student does in view of course objectives. Notre Dame 
College Prep has adopted the following grade equivalents: 
 
A 95 - 100 Superior 
A- 92 - 94 
B+ 89 - 91 
B 86 - 88  Above Average 
B- 83 - 85 
C+ 80 - 82 
C 77 - 79  Average 
C- 74 - 76 
D+ 71 - 73 
D 68 - 70  Unsatisfactory but passing 
D- 65 - 67 
F Below 65 Failing, no credit (Credit must be made up in summer school.) 
  
X   Failure - violation of Academic Integrity Policy 
W   Withdrawal from course 
I   Incomplete (Required work must normally be completed in the two  
                                    weeks after the grading period; otherwise, the “I” becomes an “F.”) 
 
[The “+” grade is given which affects a student’s GPA; the “-” grade may be given, which does 
not affect a student’s GPA. However, it acts as an indicator of the student’s quality of work.] 
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Class Load  
1.  During his freshman year, each student is required to carry Religion, Physical Education and    
at least four other academic courses, regardless of the number of credits previously earned.    
 
2.  During his sophomore year, each student is required to carry Religion, Physical Education/ 
Health and at least four other academic courses, regardless of the number of credits previously 
earned.    
 
3.  During his junior and senior years, each student is required to carry Religion and at least five 
other academic courses, regardless of the number of credits previously earned.   
 
Failure  
Any failure during the school year must be made up in an accredited summer school if the 
student wishes to return to Notre Dame in the fall. Any student attending summer school must 
have his summer school registration approved by his counselor. Seniors who fail courses in the 
first semester will be required to make those courses up in an accredited evening school or add 
additional courses to their second semester schedules. This requirement holds if: (1) The course 
is a course required for graduation, OR (2) The course failed creates a credit deficiency for 
graduation.  
 
Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA)  
The Grade Point Average (GPA) is a weighted average based on the grade value of each grade 
earned.  
 
Quality point values are assigned as follows: 
 
Letter     Andre/Basic and College Prep  Honors and Advanced Placement 
Grade           Course Quality Points               Course Quality Points 
 
   A    4.00      5.00 
   A-    4.00      5.00 
 
   B+    3.50      4.50 
   B    3.00      4.00 
   B-    3.00      4.00 
 
   C+    2.50      3.50 
   C    2.00      3.00 
   C-    2.00      3.00 
 
   D+    1.50      2.50 
   D    1.00      2.00 
   D-    1.00      2.00 
 
   F    0.00      0.00 
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Calculation of Cumulative GPA  
A student's GPA is determined by multiplying the credit earned by the quality points for that 
course. Semester-long courses, for example, are generally worth 0.5 credits. The 0.5 credits are 
then multiplied by the quality points for the letter grade that was earned. These quality points are 
then totaled and divided by the credits attempted.  
 
Grades in Driver’s Education are NOT included in the GPA.  
 
Summer School grades and credits are added to a student's academic record at the conclusion of 
summer school.  
 
The GPA of a transfer student is based only on grades earned at Notre Dame College Prep. 
 
Honor Roll  
The Honor Roll is determined on the basis of the semester GPA. There are three classifications:  

   Summa Cum Laude:   GPA of 3.80 or higher 
Magna Cum Laude:    GPA of 3.50 through 3.79 
Cum Laude:                GPA of 3.20 through 3.49 
 

Any grade lower than a “C-” disqualifies a student from honor roll status. 
 
Academic Probation  
A student is placed on Academic Probation when the administration judges that he is in serious 
academic difficulty. Please see handbook for further details.  
 
Eligibility for Extra-Curricular Activities  
Students involved in IHSA sponsored extra-curricular activities must be academically eligible to 
participate.  
 
To be eligible, a student may not be failing more than one academic course each week that an 
eligibility check is made. If found ineligible, he will not be permitted to take part in practice, in 
competition or in the activity for that week and for any subsequent weeks in which he is       
ineligible. The student may be assigned to an after school study center at the discretion of his 
counselor.  
 
If a student fails more than one academic course for a semester, he is ineligible to participate in 
any IHSA sponsored event until such deficiency is removed; the period of time is usually, but 
not limited to, a semester.  
 
Academic Integrity  
Please see the Parent and Student Handbooks. 
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Class Changes  
All class changes must be approved by the Assistant Principal for Academics. 
  
A student who wishes to transfer to another course or course section must do so during the time 
indicated on the academic calendar (usually during the first week of August). Such changes are 
generally not made after a semester begins. A student taking a non-required seventh course may 
withdraw anytime during the first six (6) weeks of the semester in which he is taking the class.  
Please note that any change of classes after June 1 initiated at the request of a student or 
his parents will incur a $50.00 schedule change fee. 
 
No student is to stop attending a class or start attending a new class until he has been issued a 
new schedule or given written notification by his counselor to make a change.  A student who 
fails a course during the first semester, if the failure necessitates a change in his second semester 
schedule, will need to see his counselor to make the appropriate change.  
 
Homework 
Homework is assigned on a regular basis as preparation for class or reinforcement of material 
covered in class. If a student misses any class time for whatever reason, it is his responsibility to 
make up the work that was missed.  It is the responsibility of the student to contact his teachers 
the day of his return to make arrangements for his make-up work.  
 
In keeping with the mission of Notre Dame College Prep, we regularly monitor each of our 
young men's growth in scholarship, faith, and service.  We believe that success will occur if a 
student takes maximum advantage for learning at Notre Dame. Missing homework assignments 
impact a student's grade. We are confident that if a student develops an attitude of responsibility 
about completing his homework, he can be successful at Notre Dame. We deal directly with a 
student who is having homework difficulties. 
 
Reports on Academic Progress  
Progress reports are issued after nine weeks each semester and are available online. The official 
grade report is issued at the end of each semester. This report card is mailed to the parents of 
every student.  At this time, credit is granted for each course in which a passing grade has been 
earned. Teachers are expected to provide periodic updates to Edline.  
 
Repeating a Course  
If a student is required to repeat a course because of failure, both grades for the course appear on 
the student's permanent record. Repeating the course does not remove the first grade result. Both 
grades are entered into the computation of the student's GPA.  
 
Transcripts  
Requests for transcripts of credits are made in the Academic Office or College Counseling. A fee 
of $5.00 must be paid for each transcript after the first. A release form or letter of authorization 
must accompany the request before a transcript will be mailed. All financial obligations must be 
cleared before official transcripts will be mailed.  
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After School Jobs  
A student's primary responsibility is to his role as a Notre Dame student. At no time does the 
necessity to work take priority over the need to devote sufficient time and effort to his 
responsibility as a student. Students are required to meet all their obligations at school before 
proceeding to their after-school jobs. 
 
Academic Problem Solving 
Occasionally students experience academic difficulty in a particular course. If that happens, the 
most effective way of dealing with the problem is through direct communication with the 
teacher. The procedure, which must be followed, is listed below.  
 
1. Upon realizing that a problem exists, the student must set up an appointment to meet with his 
teacher to address the problem. This step is the most important. Clear and direct dialogue 
between the student and the teacher must be established. A student should never delay in asking 
for help. 
 
2. If the problem continues, the student must again talk with the teacher and also alert the 
counselor that there is a problem. This is done so that the counselor can help by monitoring the 
student's progress. In most instances, the problem is solved at this point.  
 
3. If the problem continues, parents should first contact the teacher so that dialogue begins 
between parent and teacher. Secondly, the parents should contact the student's counselor so that 
dialogue begins between parent(s) and counselor. NOTE: Contacting an administrator at this 
point has little impact. The teacher, student, and counselor have all pertinent information as to 
the nature of the problem. It is with these parties that steps can be taken to solve the problem. 
 
4. If the problem continues, a staffing meeting will be scheduled. The staffing will consist of the 
parent(s), student, teacher, and counselor. It is at this meeting that all final evaluations will be 
undertaken and an appropriate solution will be made. (It may be necessary to have all the 
student's teachers at the staffing.) 
 
The spirit of this procedure is threefold: to solve the problem in its early stages, to open up 
communication, and to help a student experience success at Notre Dame.  
 
Credit for Classes taken during Junior High School  
Credit will not be issued for courses taken while a student was enrolled in the 7th or 8th grade, 
even if the course was designated as a high school course. However, placement consideration 
will be given contingent upon the student's successful performance on a placement exam 
developed and administered by Notre Dame College Prep and/or appropriate documentation 
provided by the junior high stating the content of the course and the student's level of 
achievement. In the case that the course was taken at a local high school, the course will be listed 
on the student's transcript as a non-credit course, providing the course meets North Central 
standards.  
 
A course taken at an accredited high school during the summer session prior to freshman year 
will be granted credit provided that it meets North Central standards. If the course is required for 
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graduation, credit will be granted only if the Assistant Principal for Academics gives written ap-
proval.  
 
Preparing for College  
Traditionally, the recommended requirements for entrance into a four-year college include four 
years of English, three years of Social Studies, three years of Mathematics including Geometry, 
three years of a lab Science, two years of the same Foreign Language and/or Fine Arts. These 
subject patterns will meet the State of Illinois requirements for admission to State Colleges in 
Illinois.  
 
Highly selective colleges, or specific areas of study such as Engineering or Business, recommend 
that the student enter college with four years of Mathematics, three years of lab Science (which 
must include Biology and either Chemistry or Physics) and four years of the same Foreign 
Language. It is strongly suggested that the student check with the colleges in which he is 
interested to verify that he meets their minimum acceptance requirements.  
 
Edline  
Notre Dame subscribes to an online grade and information internet access site called Edline. 
Students and parents are given passwords to allow them to view their grades as updated by their 
teachers. Students and parents are asked for their patience as teachers provide updates and 
reminders for their classes.  
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English Department 
 
 
The English Department recognizes that the core of communication is the exchange of ideas. 
Based on the heterogeneous composition of the student body, our curriculum is adaptable to the 
changing needs of the students served and individual learning styles. We believe that every 
student has the ability to construct, analyze and evaluate language and literature. We also believe 
that effective communication is of significant importance for the exchange of ideas.  
 
 
 
111  Reading and Writing Workshop I  

Grade: 9   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
 
Current reading/writing strategies are modeled and effective study strategies are taught. Students 
will read a wide variety of adolescent literatures exposing them to various genres. In addition, 
each student will create a response journal and keep a portfolio of selected writings. They will 
also be introduced to current technology. This course is not a regular level college prep course 
but rather a supplemental course to regular composition Literature I.  
Enrollment in this course is limited to students who have been recommended by the 
Assistant Principal for Academics and Director of the Brother Andre Program.  
 
 
 
 
112/113 Composition and Literature I  

Grade: 9   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
 
This course introduces the major literary genres, including a full-length novel and a 
Shakespearean drama. In addition, students will work on improving their composition skills 
through the study of grammar with emphasis on the parts of speech, the parts of the sentence, 
phrases, and subordinate clauses. The students will also enhance their writing through the study 
of vocabulary.  Library research skills are also introduced in this course. 
 
 
 
118  Honors Composition and Literature I  

Grade: 9  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
  Receives honors quality points 
 
This accelerated course is for students of high ability. Students are selected for this course on the 
basis of a special writing and grammar proficiency exam, their placement test scores, and the 
recommendations of their elementary school teachers.  
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121  Reading and Writing Workshop II  
Grade: 10  Credit: 1.00   Full Year  

 
Sophomores placed in the Brother Andre Scholar Program are required to take this course. The 
course provides instruction in key reading strategies: KWL, DR-TA, Reciprocal Teaching, SSR, 
SQ4R, Comell note-taking, outlining, story mapping, and demanding reading for students below 
grade level. It is designed to aid students by helping them to integrate reading strategies into the 
regular course requirements. Also, it provides exercises to increase student’s reading fluency, 
comprehension, and vocabulary skills. Composition instruction focuses on developing writing 
traits: ideas, organization, sentence fluency, word choice and mechanics.  Vocabulary 
development is emphasized in speech and writing.  
Enrollment in this course is limited to students who have been recommended by the 
Assistant Principal for Academics and Director of the Brother Andre Program.  
  
 
122/123 World Literature/Composition II and Speech  

Grade: 10   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
  
This course examines major literary themes and cultural values created by significant ethnic 
writers. In the composition component, students practice the various stages of the writing process 
and respond to literature while developing critical and creative writing skills. In the speech 
component, students present informative speeches and refine their listening and evaluation skills.  
The development of vocabulary and grammar is continued.  
 
 
128  Honors World Literature/Composition II and Speech  

Grade: 10   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B” in Honors Composition I and/or departmental approval. 
 
This accelerated course examines representative works from a global perspective. Students also 
analyze selected novels representative of themes created by significant ethnic writers. Emphasis 
is placed on speech as a process of composition and students present both informative and 
persuasive speeches. Library research techniques are integrated throughout the course.  The 
development of vocabulary and grammar is continued.   
 
 
133  American Literature and Composition III  

Grade: 11   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
  
Students will explore the development of American literature in a historical, sociological and 
thematic context. Further development of the five-paragraph essay is taught. The persuasive 
essay is stressed. Throughout this course the teaching of writing is modeled through enduring lit-
erature.  The development of vocabulary and grammar is continued.   
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The Junior Composition Proficiency Exam, a graduation requirement, is administered in 
conjunction with this course. The students are assisted in skill-building to prepare for the ACT.  
 
 
138  Honors American Literature and Composition III  

Grade: 11   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B" plus outstanding class participation in Honors World 
Literature and Composition II and/or departmental approval. 
 
This course, a survey of American literature, is designed for the accelerated student who has 
previously demonstrated effective writing skills and exceptional critical thinking to work both 
independently and collegially. Additional components of this course are grammar review and 
advanced vocabulary study in preparation for the PSAT and ACT. Instruction in the art of 
persuasive essay will be given, enabling the student to pass the Persuasive Essay Exam, a 
graduation requirement.  The development of vocabulary and grammar is continued.   
 
 
139  Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

Grade: 11   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B" plus outstanding class participation in Honors World 
Literature and Composition II and/or departmental approval. 
 
   
143/144 British Literature and Composition IV  

Grade: 12   Credit: 1 .00   Full Year  
 
Students will explore the development of British literature in a historical, sociological and 
thematic context. In addition, students will learn the process of doing research, resulting in a 
critical review. Throughout this course, the teaching of writing is modeled through enduring 
literature.  
 
 
148  Honors British Literature and Composition IV  

Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites:  A minimum grade of "B" plus outstanding class participation in Honors American 
Literature and Composition III and/or departmental approval.  
 
This writing-intensive course stresses the study of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period 
to the present with emphasis on the major themes and authors, as well as the interaction between 
British literature and other literatures. In addition, this course examines the elements of tragedy, 
and includes a survey of literary criticism.  
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159  Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition  
Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B+" in Honors American Literature and Composition III 
and departmental approval. 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year.  
  
Students enrolled in this highly-accelerated course will examine major works and themes in 
British, American and Classical literatures in order to master the analytical and critical-thinking 
skills requisite to taking the Advanced Placement Test in English Literature and/or Language.  
 
 
 
136  Speech  

Grades: 11,12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
NOTE:  This course does not fulfill the English graduation requirement but DOES fulfill the Fine 
and Performing Arts graduation requirement. 
  
This elective course is designed to refine the student's ability to think critically, to effectively 
challenge an opposing view, and to clearly vocalize thoughts. Preparation, execution and 
analysis of speeches and the successful fielding of questions are stressed. Use of the mass media 
in effective communication is also explored.  
 
 
137  Creative Writing  

Grades:  11, 12  Credit: 0.50  One Semester  
NOTE:  This course does not fulfill the English graduation requirement. 
 
This elective is a writing-intensive course designed to challenge the imagination and provide 
opportunities to analyze and effectively critique the student’s own writing as well as that of 
others. Writing samples will include the short story with dialogue, the essay, poetry, and media 
scripts. This course will explore the major works of twentieth-century American writers in depth. 
A special emphasis will be placed on cultural, regional and stylistic diversity.  
 
 
138  The Rhetoric of Cinema  

Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 0.50  One Semester  
NOTE:  This course does not fulfill the English graduation requirement but DOES fulfill the Fine 
and Performing Arts graduation requirement. 
  
This course is based on the guiding principle that film is literature. In addition to the study of the 
literary elements of cinema such as plot, theme, tone, point of view, style, symbolism, 
characterization, and setting, this course emphasizes writing, reading, and speaking about film, 
while students learn to understand and analyze this medium through principles of film language 
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and rhetoric, as well as applicable concepts from politics, literature, art, sociology, theology, 
history, and critical approaches.  
 
 
139  Journalism  

Grades: 10, 11, 12  Credit 0.50   One Semester  
NOTE:  This course does not fulfill the English graduation requirement. 
 
This course focuses on the history of journalism and all forms of reporting including hard news, 
features, speeches and events, editorial writing, interviewing skills and arts review. In addition, 
students will develop their editing and proofreading skills, become familiar with ethical and legal 
issues, while applying what they have learned to the real world via submissions to FOCUS, 
Notre Dame's student newspaper, as well as other publications inside and outside of the Notre 
Dame community. 
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Computer/Technology Department 
 
 
The philosophy of the Computer/Technology Department is based on the belief that technology 
is now and will continue to be an essential tool for life in the twenty-first century. Therefore, the 
Computer/Technology Department will devote its resources for the purpose of creating 
educational strategies that effectively utilize technology to enhance student achievement, 
broaden student problem-solving skills and increase faculty and student creativity by providing 
students and faculty/staff with a proficiency in the use of technology and computer software. 
 
 
 
213  Computer Literacy: An Introduction to Computer Applications  

Grade: 9, 10  Credit: 0.50   One Semester 
 
This course will introduce the student to the following computer applications: Movie Maker, 
Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Power Point and E-Mail using the Microsoft Office Suite and 
Google Docs.  Upon completion of this course, the students will have the tools necessary to 
integrate and perform various tasks such as: writing reports, tables, charts, and basic correspon-
dence; drawing, graphing, sending attachments using e-mail, designing power point 
presentations for classroom projects, and using spreadsheets.  In addition, the students will be 
taught how to properly use for school-related purposes and care for an iPad.  
 
This course is typically taken during the freshman year. A student who opts to take Band, 
Biology, or Western Civilization as a seventh course in his freshman year will need to complete 
this requirement during summer school before the beginning of sophomore year.  
 
 
 
227  Web Page Design  

Grades: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of #213 Computer Literacy. 
 
This advanced computer literacy course introduces the student to the Internet. Students will learn 
how to use browser tools and to understand Internet concepts and techniques through practical 
application. In addition, students will learn how to research using the Internet. The students will 
discuss the ethics of using the Internet in their work. Also, this course will focus on learning to 
use Front Page to create web pages. Internet-related concepts and recommended web site design 
practices are also covered. New skills are practiced in lab assignments. Each student designs a 
web site of their choice (with instructor approval) that utilizes Front Page and recommended web 
site design practices. The student will be required to publish his website on the Internet.  
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238  C# Programming I 
  Grades: 11, 12  Credit: 0.50  One Semester 
 
This course introduces the student to the basics of computer programming using the C# 
programming language to solve business-related problems.  Content includes program 
development and design, visual and object-oriented programming, screen design, structured 
programming techniques, and event-driven programming using objects.  Programming 
assignment concepts include arithmetic calculations, decision making, looping, reports to screen 
and paper, subroutines and functions, interactive processing, working with arrays, and 
introductory concepts of file creation and access. 
 
 
 
248  ASP.NET Web Page Programming  

Grades: 11, 12  Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of  #213 Computer Literacy, #227 Web Page Design, and 
#238 Introduction to Programming. 
 
This advanced computer literacy course introduces the student to ASP.NET, a programming 
system used to develop dynamic web pages.   Students will learn how to develop powerful Web 
applications and gain an in-depth knowledge of ASP.NET while building fully functional 
solutions.  With HTML you can only create static web pages, but the ability to create dynamic 
web pages is possible with the help of ATP.NET.  In ASP.NET, you can use variables, define 
functions, and make use of a database.  Even a connection to a remote database is possible. 
 
 
 
033  Accounting 

Grade: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
 
This course is a comprehensive presentation of the elements of modem bookkeeping and 
accounting theory and practice. The use of T-accounts is emphasized. Students are taught how to 
record business transactions and how to prepare financial statements. Students also have the 
opportunity to prepare basic income tax returns. An accounting simulation packet will be used in 
conjunction with the text requiring hands-on use of the computer 
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Fine and Performing Arts Department 
 
 
The purpose of the Fine and Performing Arts Department at Notre Dame College Prep is to 
provide each of its students with the opportunity to experience the aesthetic qualities of the arts. 
Recognizing that the aesthetic realm is one of the basic ways in which human beings acquire 
knowledge, it is important that students become familiar with how the arts can arouse feelings. 
 
0.50 credit from the Fine and Performing Arts course offerings is required for graduation from 
Notre Dame College Prep. 
 
 
684  Fine Arts Appreciation  
  Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
NOTE:  This course is offered only during summer school. 
 
This survey course is intended to enhance a student's appreciation and understanding of music, 
art, and drama in the diverse world around us. Students will be exposed to the lives of some of 
the great artists, playwrights, composers, and musicians of the past and present as well as their 
influential works focusing on assessing the messages within the art itself. Contributions of 
various cultures to the arts will also be examined. Students will be asked to experience and 
harness the power of creativity and self-expression through fine arts performance, critiquing 
others work, and exploring career opportunities available in the arts. 
 
 
611  Beginning Band  
  Grades:  9, 10   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
 
This course is intended for students who have an interest in playing a woodwind, brass or 
percussion instrument but have no prior experience in playing a concert band instrument. 
Students will acquire an understanding and appreciation of music as well as the expectations and 
demands of a band member. Upon completion of this course, students will be eligible for 
acceptance into Symphonic Band.  
 
 
613   Symphonic Band  
  Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12   Credits: 1.00   Full Year 
Prerequisites: Previous experience on a woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument and approval 
of Band Director.  
 
The Symphonic Band is a performing ensemble for students with previous experience in a 
woodwind, brass or percussion instrument. The band includes students from Notre Dame College 
Prep and Resurrection High School. Students in the band program acquire an understanding and 
appreciation of music and develop critical listening skills through the study and performance of 
various types and styles of band literature. Performances include participating in the marching 
band at Notre Dame home football games and parades, pep band for home basketball games, and 
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concert band for two to three formal concerts. Most performances are scheduled in the evenings 
and on weekends and are held on both campuses, depending on the nature of the performance. 
Occasionally, the band travels to in-state music festivals and activities both in Illinois and the 
broader United States.  
 
 
618  Honors Band  
  Grades: 11, 12  Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
  Receives Honor Quality Points  
Prerequisites: Previous experience on a woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument and approval 
of Band Director.  
 
This course meets in conjunction with Symphonic Band. It is designed for students whose 
experience and talent have prepared them to be section leaders. They will have the opportunity to 
arrange and compose pieces of music for the band, as well as perform concert solos. These 
students will be held to a higher standard of practice, performance, leadership and musical 
involvement in their lives. Rehearsals outside of class will be required.  
 
 
623  Jazz Ensemble  
  Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   Full Year 
Prerequisites: Recommendation and/or audition by the Band Director.  
 
In this class the student will study the basic fundamentals of jazz, which include the areas of 
interpretation, improvisation, reading, theory, and other techniques common of jazz 
performance. The Jazz Ensemble is performance-oriented and will be involved in concert 
appearances and community events. As a co-curricular ensemble, performances and rehearsals 
outside of regular school hours are a requirement.   
 
 
621  Concert Choir 
  Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12  Credit: 0.25  One Semester   
  [May be repeated for additional credit.] 
NOTE:  This course meets in conjunction with Resurrection High School. 
 
The Notre Dame College Prep Concert Choir is a choral ensemble that studies, rehearses, and 
performs a wide variety of choral literature.  This ranges from major choral works and traditional 
choral music to folk songs and music from around the world, including both sacred and secular 
texts.  Students in this class will develop an understanding and appreciation of vocal technique, 
listening skills, music theory, and music history.  The choir will perform at a winter and spring 
concert, at all-school masses throughout the year, and at occasional music festivals and activities 
in the area. 
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615  Music Theory  
  Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester 
Prerequisites: Previous training in music and approval of Band Director.  
 
This course is designed for students with previous musical training who are interested in 
studying the theory of music in greater depth. Students will study the basic concepts of rhythmic 
notation, key construction, harmonic analysis, and elementary composition, while developing 
aural skills associated with rhythm reading, sight singing, and harmonic recognition. This course 
is recommended for students who are considering a major in music.  
 
 
614  Music Appreciation  
  Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester 
 
This survey course is intended to expose students to a wide variety of music ranging from 
classical to jazz and rock to country. Students will learn how to read music as well as appreciate 
various contemporary music genres and their influences on subsequent music forms. Activities 
may include a research project, composition, and playing/performance requirement. This course 
will be highly student-centered.  
 
 
617  Art Traditions  
  Grades:  10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester 
 
Art Traditions is a course that deals with the history of the Art and Architecture of the Western 
World from the caves (Neolithic period) to the contemporary. The course will be a general 
survey of the History of Western Culture focusing on painting, sculpture and architecture. It is 
the goal of the course to develop in the student an appreciation of the art of all periods and an 
understanding of the significant trends in style.  
 
 
616  Introduction to Art  
  Grades: 9,10,11,12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
 
Introduction to Art is a course designed for the beginning high school art student. It presents the 
fundamentals of fine art: line, value, color, theory and the principles and elements of design with 
related studio assignment. This is a studio class focusing on two-dimensional projects with a 
concentration in drawing and the use of various media.  
 
 
626  Art I  
  Grades:  10,11,12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Prerequisites: Completion of Introduction to Art or portfolio review with instructor. 
 
This course is designed for students with some background in art. The concentration in this 
course is problem-solving and the broadening of formal, technical and expressive techniques of 
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the artist. Work is done in a variety of 2-dimensional (including an introduction to computer 
graphics) and 3-dimensional media. Art History is incorporated as a reference point for projects. 
Showing work and keeping a portfolio are required.  
 
 
636  2-Dimensional Studio Art  
  Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
 Prerequisites: Completion of Art I and a portfolio review with instructor. 
 
This course is designed for the exceptional art student. The class uses problem-solving as a major 
component and seeks to enable students to do college level/professional work. This is a studio 
course that allows students to work on individual, professional free lance and assigned projects. 
Work will be done in a variety of media including acrylics, oils, pastels, pen and ink, 
photography, computer graphics and video. Entering art competitions and keeping a portfolio are 
required.  
 
 
646  3-DimensionaI Studio Art / Ceramics  
  Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
Prerequisites: Completion of Art I and a portfolio review with instructor.  
 
This course is designed for the exceptional art student with an interest in working  
3-dimensionally. Problem-solving is a major component in this studio course. Student work will 
focus on learning and using 3-dimensional construction techniques for a variety of media 
including clay, wood, papier-mâché, glass and found objects. Kiln operation, architecture, site-
specific sculpture and career opportunities will be discussed. Entering art competitions and 
assembling a slide portfolio are required.  
 
 
658  AP Art History  
  Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
  Receives honors quality points   
Prerequisites: Departmental approval.  
 
This Advanced Placement course presents the study of culture from the perspective of art.  
Influences of Eastern Art, Primitive Art, Etruscan Art, and the Art of Northern Renaissance 
greatly broaden our understanding of generally studied Art History. Graphics, photography, and 
vase-painting will be considered. There will be a field trip each semester and a research project 
required.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
 
 
604  Introduction to Speech and Drama 
  Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
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This is a one-semester course designed for students with little or no previous experience in 
Speech and Drama.  It is a prerequisite for additional courses in these areas.  Elements that this 
course will cover include the study of communication models, beginning improvisation, 
storyboards, and writing monologues.  Students will also work on developing analytical and 
writing abilities through the process of criticizing their own work and the work of other students. 
 
 
627  Introduction to Theatre/Dramatic Arts  
  Grades:  10, 11, 12   Credit: 0.50  One Semester  
 
The goal of this course is for students to unlock their creativity by exploring performance in all 
forms.  Student work will focus on the creation of original pieces in a variety of styles including 
storytelling, monologue, sketch, performance art, and movement.  Students will improve their 
analytical abilities through performance criticism.  Daily participation in creative exercises and 
activities is required. 
 
  
634  Drama II:  Analysis and Performance 
  Grades:  10, 11, 12  Credit: 0.50  One Semester  
Prerequisite:  Completion of Introduction to Theater or departmental approval. 
    
This course is designed for the students most passionate about the study of drama to intensively 
examine performance in all its forms.  Student work will focus on the creation of original pieces 
in a variety of styles including storytelling, monologue, sketch, performance poetry, literary 
adaptation, performance art, and movement.  Students will also be responsible for writing a full-
length play, completing a performance ethnography, and participating in a local drama 
competition.  Students will improve their analytical abilities through performance criticism.  
 
 
647  Studies in Comedy   
  Grades:  10, 11, 12  Credit: 0.50  One Semester  
Prerequisite:  Placement by department. 
       
This course is designed for students to explore their creativity through different forms of 
comedy.  Student work will focus on the creation of original pieces in a variety of styles, 
including long and short form improvisation, storytelling, monologue, sketch, stand-up, and 
clowning.  Students will improve their analytical abilities through performance criticism.  Daily 
participation in creative exercises and activities is required. 
 
 
603  Argumentation and Debate of Current Events (Debate I) 
  Grades:  9, 10   Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
 
This course is designed to teach students the fundamentals of debate using current events as the 
focus of class discussion.  Students will learn about the processes of communication, 
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argumentation, persuasion, and debate.  They will be expected to apply what they have learned to 
current issues in the fields of politics, law, ethics, and other areas as appropriate. 
 
 
 

Language Department 
 
Studying a foreign language creates a more explicit awareness of one's native language. The 
Notre Dame student comes from a multi-cultural environment and expects to receive an 
intellectually challenging and college preparatory education. Therefore, the Language 
Department offers a four-year comprehensive study of several languages in order to meet that 
expectation.  
 
Notre Dame College Prep offers four years in each of the languages taught.  Two years of the 
same language are required for the majority of students. This satisfies college entrance norms. 
Honors level courses are available in the third and fourth years of Italian and Spanish. Four years 
of study in the same language is encouraged. 
 
The study of a second language develops skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
modem and classical languages. It also expands knowledge and understanding of the similarities 
and differences among the cultures, while developing self-concepts and learning skills that 
transfer readily to other life situations.  
 
The first year introductory course establishes a strong base in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The second year course expands grammar and vocabulary, reading, and writing of the 
language. The third year course concentrates on culture and expands proficiency in writing, 
grammar, speaking and comprehension. The fourth year course emphasizes creative 
interpretation of literature and culture through readings and student writings. 
 
 
 
413 Italian I  414 Latin I   415 Spanish I  

Grades:  9, 10, 11  Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Introduction and development of the language's grammatical structures and pronunciation, 
vocabulary building, practice in reading, speaking, listening and writing will be covered.  
 
 
423 Italian II  424 Latin II  425 Spanish II  

Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of first year of the same language. 
 
This course consists of a continuation of grammar and sentence structure of the language with 
emphasis on reading, speaking, and writing, thereby reinforcing grammar, vocabulary and 
pronunciation previously learned. 
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427 Honors Italian II  429 Honors Spanish II  
Grades: 10, 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
These courses receive honors quality points. 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B" in the first year course and departmental approval.  
 
This course covers the same material as in the regular level second year course, but with more 
depth and breath.  Students in Honors Spanish II will begin preparation for the possibility of AP 
Spanish in senior year.  
 
 
433 Italian III   434 Latin III  435 Spanish III  

Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "C" in the second year of the same language and/or 
departmental approval. 
 
The course begins with a review of the basic grammar skills of the language and the application 
of this knowledge in the following three areas: readings in language dealing with the history, 
geography and culture of the country or countries that speak the language; composition based on 
the readings and on personal experience; and conversation based on the readings and personal 
situations. Vocabulary building and the strengthening of good grammatical skills are stressed.  
 
 
437  Honors Italian III 

Grades:  11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points 
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B" in Italian II and/or departmental approval.  
 
This course consists of an intense study of the oral and written language. Extensive speaking, 
reading and writing in the target language is emphasized and reinforced through oral 
presentations, readings and written compositions. The course will also extensively study the 
Italian culture through selective readings.  
 
 
436  Honors Latin III 
  Grades:  11, 12  Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points 
 
This course continues and expands upon the grammar and writing skills taught in the second year 
of Latin.  Reading and composition progress to a more difficult level as does grammar.  Review 
and constant reinforcement aid the student in mastering the language skills at the honors level.  
 
 
439  Honors Spanish III  

Grades:  11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
 Receives honors quality points 
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Prerequisites:  Grade of "B" in Spanish II, recommendation by teacher and/or departmental ap-
proval. 
 
The course consists of an intensive study of the culture, history and literature of Spain. Mastery 
of the active and passive vocabulary items and structures will equip the student to effectively 
communicate in Spanish and also attain knowledge of a foreign culture. These are achieved 
through lectures and readings as well as oral and written reinforcement in Spanish.  
 
 
 
443 Italian IV   445 Spanish IV 

Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "C" in the third year of the same language and/or 
departmental approval. 
 
This course continues and expands upon the grammar and writing skills taught in the third year 
of the language. Reading and composition progress to a more difficult level as does grammar. 
Review and constant reinforcement aid the student in mastering the language skills on the inter-
mediate level.  
 
 
445  Honors Italian IV  

Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points. 
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B" in Honors Italian III and/or departmental approval.  
 
This course consists of an intensive study of culture, history and literature of Italy. Short novels 
will be read and grammatical concepts used in literature will be discussed in the native language. 
Speaking, reading, writing and comprehension in and of the target language acquisition is the 
ultimate goal for the students of this course. In addition, the student will be able to critique 
Italian literary works without the potential loss of comprehension associated with translation. 
The majority of the course will be taught in the native language.  
 
 
459  AP Spanish 

Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points. 
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of "B+" in Honors Spanish III, recommendation by teacher and 
departmental approval. 
 
AP Spanish is taught primarily in the Spanish language. It further emphasizes writing and 
speaking skills. Additionally, Spanish novel readings are required. As with any AP course, 
students will also be required to take the AP exam for which there is an additional fee set by the 
College Board.  
 
 

24 
 



Mathematics Department 
 
 
 
The Mathematics Department of Notre Dame College Prep realizes that formal education is 
meant to give students the tools to teach themselves forever. Mathematics is at the heart of this 
education. Mathematics courses not only reinforce student’s mathematical concept and 
computation skills, but also support the use of technology to assist students in functioning in the 
twenty-first century. The core of mathematics however, is teaching students to develop thinking 
processes. Key to education in mathematics is teaching students to think critically: to analyze, 
synthesize, evaluate, formulate logical arguments, and even reformulate thinking to explain, 
understand, and question another's view point. Essential to the discipline of mathematics is the 
metacognitive ability to explain the process used in yielding the solution, not only the ability to 
problem solve. 
 
 
 
510  Pre-Algebra 
  Grade:  9  Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Placement by department. 
 
This course is designed for the incoming freshmen who need to strengthen basic math skills 
before beginning the study of algebra.  Placement is based on a student's performance on the 
placement exam and standardized tests, as well as elementary school grades.  This course 
reinforces mathematical skills with additional advanced computation, including an introduction 
to algebraic concepts.  Students study fractions, decimals, percents, positive and negative 
integers, and rational numbers.  They become more proficient in using ratios, proportions, and 
solving equations.  Students will develop and expand problem solving skills in order to solve 
word problems.  This course prepares students for success in Algebra I as a sophomore.   
 
 
 
512   Basic Algebra I  

Grade: 9  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Prerequisite:  Placement by department. 
 
This course is designed for the incoming freshman with weaker math skills as determined from 
the placement exam, standardized tests, and elementary school grades.  This course stresses the 
fundamentals of algebra and applies the principles of the real number system to operations with 
variables and constants.  Topics covered include the use of the properties of real numbers; the 
solutions of linear equations and inequalities; the proper set-up and solution of word problems; 
the use of ratio and proportion; graphing and writing linear equations; solving a system of linear 
equations; using the properties of exponents; addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of 
polynomials; factoring polynomials; the solution of quadratic equations; and simplifying square 
root radicals and square root radical expressions. 
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513   Algebra I  
Grade: 9  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  

This course applies the principles of the real number system to operations with variables as well 
as constants. Topics covered include addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of 
variables and rational expressions; the solution of linear and quadratic equations and inequalities; 
the use of ratio and proportion; the solution of systems of equations; the graphing of systems of 
linear equations and of linear inequalities; operations with radical expressions; the proper set-up 
and solution of word problems. The student should be able to explain not only what he does but 
also why he does it in the particular way he chooses.  
 
 
517   Honors Algebra I  

Grade: 9   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisite: Placement by department . 
 
Algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, solutions to elementary equations, and the 
graphic representations associated with variables are among the course topics. This course 
emphasizes the algebraic processes applied to word problems. This course requires the use of a 
graphing calculator.  
 
 
 
528   Honors Algebra II  

Grades:  9, 10, 11  Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: Placement by department. 
 
This accelerated course is designed for students who have an excellent knowledge of algebra. 
The course briefly reviews concepts presented in Algebra I and then rigorously expands and 
applies them to other areas of mathematics. In addition, selected topics from precalculus are 
studied. The ideas presented in this course involve advanced techniques of graphing and solving 
equations and inequalities. This course requires the use of a graphing calculator.  
 
 
521   Basic Geometry  

Grade: 10  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Prerequisite: Placement by department. 
 
The emphasis of this course is on logical reasoning. The student will study the basic properties 
and relationships of points, lines, planes, angles, triangles, circles, and polygons with numerical 
problems that integrate algebra and geometry. While there is not an emphasis on proof, the 
student must be able to apply geometric principles.  
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524   Geometry  
Grade: 10   Credit: 1.00  Full Year  

Prerequisite: Placement by department. 
In this course, the student learns to organize his thinking so that he will reason logically and 
express his ideas clearly and precisely. The student accomplishes this by using the concepts of 
traditional Euclidean geometry to arrive at logical conclusions based on proof. Emphasis is 
placed on the basic properties and relationships of points, lines, planes, angles, triangles, circles 
and polygons with numerical problems that integrate algebra and geometry.  
 
 
529   Honors Geometry and Trigonometry  

Grade: 10  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Receives honors quality points  

Prerequisites:  Grades of “B” or higher in 528 Honors Algebra II and/or department approval. 
 
Students in this class will gain the equivalent of a full year of geometry and a full semester of 
trigonometry, since this is an accelerated course for gifted mathematics students. Topics taught 
enable students to develop logical thinking through the understanding and practice of two 
column proofs. This course is a development of the concepts of Euclidean geometry of two and 
three dimensions. Emphasis is placed on the basic properties and relationships of points, lines, 
planes, angles, triangles, circles and polygons with numerical problems that integrate algebra and 
geometry. In addition, the student applies algebra and geometry skills to circular and periodic 
functions and rotational velocity. Students are introduced to the six trigonometric functions and 
their graphs, their inverse functions and the laws of sines and cosines.  
 
 
531  Basic Algebra II 
  Grade:  11  Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Placement by department. 
 
This course begins with an extensive review of Algebra I topics such as the solution of linear 
equations and inequalities, writing and graphing linear equations, solutions of systems of 
equations in two variables, factoring, and properties of exponents.  The course then proceeds to 
introduce more advanced topics as time permits.  These may include functions, solutions and 
graphing of quadratic equations, solutions of systems in three variables, and exponential 
functions.  Students are expected to have and use a graphing calculator. 
 
 
534   Algebra II  
  Grade: 11  Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
 Prerequisites: Placement by department. 
 
After a review and expansion of topics covered in Algebra I, the student studies quadratics, 
conics, logarithms, functions, and other topics as time permits. This course requires the use of a 
graphing calculator.  
 

27 
 



 
546   Precalculus  

Grade: 11, 12  Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisites:  Grades of “B” or higher in 534 Algebra II and/or department approval. 

 
The course involves the study of analytic geometry as it relates to polynomial, rational, 
irrational, and exponential and trigonometric functions. In studying trigonometric functions, 
graphs, identities, solving equations and applications are emphasized. The study of conics and 
their applications are also discussed. Additional topics may include mathematical induction 
sequences, series, the binomial theorem and statistics.  A graphing calculator is required.  
 
 
 
544   Statistics  

Grade: 11, 12   Credit: 0.5   One Semester 
Prerequisites: Grades of "C" or higher in all previous mathematics courses and/or departmental 
approval. 
 
Statistics is the science of gaining information from numerical data. This course examines data 
analysis, data production, and statistical inference. Topics include statistical displays, measures 
of center, normal distribution, correlation, regression, sampling, probability, binomial dis-
tribution, and inference. A graphing calculator is required. 
 
 
 
545   Trigonometry  

Grade: 11, 12   Credit: 0.5   One Semester 
Prerequisites: Grades of "C" or higher in all previous mathematics courses and/or departmental 
approval. 
 
In the study of trigonometry, the student applies algebra and geometry skills to circular and 
periodic functions and rotational velocity. Additional time is spent on extending the 
trigonometric identities and examining real world applications. A graphing calculator is required. 
 
 
 
548   Honors Elementary Functions  

Grades: 11, 12  Credit: 0.50   First Semester  
Receives honors quality points. 

Prerequisites: Grades of "B" or higher in all previous mathematics courses and/or departmental 
approval. 
 
This course proceeds at a more rapid pace than the regular precalculus course. The course 
concentrates heavily on functional theory. Students are introduced to a rigorous study of 
polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions and their 
applications.  
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549   Honors Calculus A  
Grade: 11, 12   Credit: 0.50   Second Semester  
Receives honors quality points.  
St. Mary’s University PACC Program course.  

Prerequisites: Completion of Honors Elementary Functions with a grade of "C+" or better. 
 
This is an introduction to a first semester calculus course. Topics include limits, continuity, 
differentiation of the elementary functions and applications of the derivative to real world 
problems. Exposure to such topics is intended to prepare students for the Advanced Placement 
Calculus course.  
 
 
 
559   Advanced Placement Calculus BC  

Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points  
St. Mary’s University PA CC Program course  

Prerequisites: Grades of "B" or higher in all previous mathematics courses and/or departmental 
approval 
 
This course continues the study of calculus begun in Calculus A. The content of this course 
includes the fundamentals of integral calculus. Additionally, topics from differential equations 
and series will be examined. The final exam in this course will be the Advanced Placement Cal-
culus exam. 
 
The study of calculus is no longer limited to those preparing for careers in mathematics and the 
sciences. The need and demand for students in business and the social sciences who can design 
procedures, predict and relate the principles of higher mathematics are increasing dramatically.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
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Health and Physical Education Department 
 
 
The Health and Physical Education Department strives to provide the student with an education 
that will develop attitudes and behavior patterns that promote a healthy lifestyle. Our students 
will have the opportunity to experience a variety of physical activities that allow for the 
development of sportsmanship, fellowship and leadership by working with others through 
physical activity. In Health, effective communication and decision-making skills will be 
promoted and enhanced.  
 
 
315  Physical Education I  
  Grade: 9  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
 
The Physical Education units studied and applied include strength training, physical fitness, 
wrestling, track and field, golf, soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, softball, and ultimate 
frisbee.  
 
 
325  Physical Education II  
  Grade: 10   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
 
This course is a one-semester sophomore elective in Physical Education. The Physical Education 
units studied and applied include basketball and volleyball, strength training, badminton, 
pickleball, table tennis, floor hockey, golf, flickerball, softball, and physical fitness.  
 
 
328  Weight Training and Conditioning  
  Grade: 10   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
Prerequisites: Students must achieve a “B” or higher in Physical Education I and be 
recommended by his teacher. 
 
This course is a one-semester sophomore elective in Physical Education. This course will 
introduce students to the basic knowledge and understanding of weight training and physical 
fitness principles. Activities will promote muscular strength, endurance, aerobic fitness, and 
flexibility. Students will understand the importance of each exercise and what muscles they 
target. A major goal of the course is to enable the student to develop lifelong fitness skills.  
 
 
327  Health Education 
  Grade: 10  Credit: 0.50  One Semester 
Topics covered in Health Education include wellness, personality and psychological traits, 
mental disorders, stress management, drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse, infectious and 
noninfectious diseases, AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, first aid and CPR. 
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333  Junior Leaders Program in Physical Education  
  Grade: 11   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation to enter the program and a cumulative GPA of at least 
3.20 in freshman and sophomore Physical Education. 
 
The Leaders Program will consist of a total of two (2) full school years. In the first year, the 
juniors will be trained in many areas. They will become proficient in the physical skills of all our 
Physical Education activities and will gain an in-depth knowledge of all the rules and philoso-
phies of each activity, and will become proficient at officiating all Physical Education activities. 
In addition, the students will also experience a unit on Challenge Education where they will learn 
how to work with one another through problem solving and team building activities.  
 
 
335  Physical Wellness and Advanced Weight Training 
  Grades:  11, 12 Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
 
This course is a one-semester elective in Physical Education open to juniors and seniors.  It is 
designed to further develop  a student’s knowledge and understanding of weight training and the 
components of physical fitness.  Activities will include creating a personal fitness portfolio, 
cardiovascular exercise, and experimenting with a variety of physical fitness exercises.  A major 
goal of the course is to enable the student to develop lifelong fitness skills.  
 
 
343  Senior Leaders Program in Physical Education  
  Grade: 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Junior Leaders Program and/or departmental approval.  
 
As Senior Leaders, the students will be expected to assist their cooperating teacher by leading the 
class in calisthenics, officiating activities, demonstrating the skills involved in each activity and 
lead freshmen and sophomores in experiencing fellowship and sportsmanship in a variety of 
physical activities. In addition, students will also be required to officiate intramural activities 
throughout the year.  
 
 
  Driver Education  
  Grades: 10, 11, 12  No Credit  One Semester 
Prerequisites: Students must meet all of the State of Illinois requirements and any requirements 
established by the driving school. 
 
This course is offered through an independent driving school. Instructors come on campus before 
school to offer the classroom instruction. Behind the wheel instruction is arranged through a 
student's study hall/free period or outside of regular school time. Tuition, established by the 
driving school, is paid directly to the driving school.  
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Religious Studies Department 
 
 
 
As teachers in a Catholic school, our primary purpose is catechesis or instruction in the faith.  
We are charged with inculcating this faith in our students, assisting the young men we teach in 
living out that faith. We seek to accomplish this mission by making our students aware of the 
teachings and traditions of our Church, as well as acquainting them with the meaning of such 
teachings for their own lives. Our educational purpose is to help our students form a better 
understanding of their relationship to God, self and others, and the people they are called to be.  
We offer a systematic, integrated program of religious studies. We ask our students both for 
acquisition and application of the knowledge and skills taught. Our course of studies and our 
method of instruction work to nurture our students, helping them to progress spiritually, 
academically, morally and socially.  
 
 
 
 
712/715 Introduction to Catholicism  

Grade: 9  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
 
This course consists of a survey of the theology, tradition, and history of the Catholic Church and 
its salvific mission in time.  Students are introduced to the elements of the Catholic faith, 
especially as expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, and its foundational principles, 
consistent with the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and arising from both reason and 
revelation.  This course will also provide students with a basic understanding of the sacraments 
and their role in the lives of Catholics today. 
 
 
 
718  Introduction to Catholicism 
  Grade:  9  Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points 
 
This course covers the same basic information as the 715 Introduction to Catholicism course but 
in more depth and greater intensity.  It consists of a survey of the theology, tradition, and history 
of the Roman Catholic Church and its salvific mission in time.  Students are introduced to the 
elements of the Catholic faith, especially as expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, and 
its foundational principles, consistent with the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and 
arising from both reason and revelation.  This course will also provide students with a basic 
understanding of the sacraments and their role in the lives of Catholics today. 
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702/725 Old and New Testaments  
Grade: 10  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  

 
In the sophomore year, the students are introduced to a survey study of Sacred Scripture. The 
meaning and message of the Old and New Testaments are examined, using the best scholarship 
that is available. The students begin to see and appreciate how God intervenes on behalf of His 
People, most dramatically in the person of Jesus. The students come to realize that in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus, the ancient prophecies are fulfilled in the New Covenant. 
 
 
 
728  Honors Old and New Testaments  

Grade: 10   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honor quality points.  

Prerequisites: A grade of “B” or higher in previous Religious Studies courses and departmental 
approval.  In rare circumstances, a student may be placed solely with departmental approval.  
 
This course covers the same basic information as presented in the Old and New Testaments 
course, but in more depth and with greater intensity. Particular emphasis is placed on Scripture 
as a record of salvation history and the fulfillment of God's promise in the New Covenant of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
736  Morality and Social Justice 

Grade: 11   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
  
This class provides students with a deeper understanding of the core elements of moral decision 
making in the context of the Catholic faith.  It covers the development of moral theology, 
including the most recent positions of the Catholic Church.  Topics such as the foundations of 
Catholic morality, Jesus, the Church, conscience, the nature of sin, virtues, and the process for 
moral decision making will be addressed.  The course will introduce the key principles of 
Catholic Social Teaching and will challenge students to examine how societies work and the 
values that ought to guide them. 
 
 
 
738  Honors Ethics and Morality  

Grade: 11   Credit: 1.0   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points.  

Prerequisites: A grade of “B” or higher in previous Religious Studies courses and departmental 
approval.  In rare circumstances, a student may be placed solely with departmental approval.  
 
This course consists of three main components.  The first section of the course will focus on an 
examination of ethics and ethical systems, with particular emphasis on Christian ethics.  
Consideration of absolute and relative values and the meaning of truth will be included as part of 
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this treatment.  The second section will provide an in-depth study of the principles of Catholic 
morality.  In the final section, students will then apply the principles and concepts that have been 
developed to specific issues of ethical and moral significance.  These include the role of the 
family, sexuality, work and poverty, war and peace, the meaning of life, and medical and 
biological issues.  Particular emphasis is placed on written analysis and examination of primary 
Church documents such as Rerum Novarum, Humanae Vitae, Pacem in Terris, and Veritatis 
Splendor, and relevant documents from the Second Vatican Council. 
 
 
 
746  World Religions 

Grade:  12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
 
This course examines the major religions of the world:  Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Taoism, 
Islam and Christianity, surveying their histories and primary beliefs.  Definition and 
understanding of a transcendent being, worldviews, and central rituals and practices will be 
among the subjects discussed.  Special attention will be given to the impact religion has had and 
continues to have on human life. 
 
 
 
747  Introduction to Philosophy  

Grade: 12   Credit: 0.50   One Semester  
 
The primary purpose of this course is to help students come to grips with some of the most 
fascinating and fundamental questions about the meaning of our existence.  Philosophy is a 
training guide for your mind, showing you how to think in clear, analytic, and powerful ways. 
This high-level, sophisticated thinking will enable you to make more thoughtful decisions, 
communicate more effectively, and grow as a person. 
 
Philosophy provides us with the motivation and the intellectual abilities required to explore life’s 
most challenging issues.  What is the meaning of my life?  To what extent am I free and 
responsible for my choices?  Facing moral dilemmas, what is the “right” thing to do? What is the 
relationship between my religious beliefs and other areas of my life?  How do I gain genuine 
knowledge and ascertain truth? Can I prove that God really exists?  These questions, and others 
like them, are the core questions of life, and philosophy provides the map, compass, and tools 
needed to explore them. 
 
This course is designed for students who wish to begin thinking about philosophical questions 
and issues like these.  No previous knowledge of philosophy is assumed. Particular emphasis is 
given to Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Saint Augustine, and Descartes. 
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753  Roman Catholic Identity 
  Grade:  12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
 
Roman Catholic Identity is a course designed to assist students in the critical exploration of the 
Roman Catholic tradition in the light of personal experience and the young adult identity issues 
which are a part of the developmental stage of soon-to-be college students.  The course seeks to 
aid the student through a study of the Tradition in the context of institutional belonging and 
identity.  The course will provide the opportunity for critical reflection on the questions and 
experiences of the students in light of the study of Catholic Theology. 
 
 
 
749  Honors World Religions 

Grade:  12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A grade of “B” or higher in previous Religious Studies courses and department 
approval.  In rare circumstances, a student may be placed solely with department approval.  
 
This course will examine the development of religious ideas and doctrines throughout the world, 
beginning with primitive cultures and continuing through more recent developments.  Through 
the use of primary sources, students will examine man’s continuing understanding of the 
transcendent, himself, and his world. 
 
 
 
750  Honors Catholicism in Literature 

Grade:  12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: A grade of “B” or higher in previous Religious Studies courses and department 
approval.  In rare circumstances, a student may be placed solely with department approval.  
 
Since the beginning of human existence, humans have attempted to explain God and our place in 
creation through the use of story. Over time, these stories have evolved into a variety of literary 
formats. This course will examine some of these literary genres to discover how various writers 
have dealt with a variety of theological themes:  God, creation, free will, good and evil, sin, 
judgment, and salvation. We will explore a variety of authors such as C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, 
G.K. Chesterton, Flannery O’Connor and Stephen King. 
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Science Department 
 
 
 
The growth of scientific knowledge during the twentieth century has been without precedent in 
human history. Scientific knowledge more than any other branch of learning has made the world 
most different from the past.  Now, in the twenty-first century, science must be recognized as a 
core subject that must be taught in an understandable fashion to all students. Science gives the 
student a deeper insight into himself as an individual, a respect for the dignity of humankind, and 
a responsible concern for the world the Creator entrusted to humans.  
 
 
824 Biology  

Grades:  9, 10   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
 

822 Biology 
  Grade: 10  Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Placement by Andre Center staff. 
 
This is a laboratory course that focuses on a better understanding and appreciation of life. 
Students will receive an introduction to applied biology. This college preparatory course 
emphasizes the following topics cell biology, ecology, DNA, genetics, evolution, diversity of 
life, human anatomy and physiology. This course is intended to develop scientific thinking skills 
and to enhance comprehension of the nature of science.  
 
 
 
828  Honors Biology  

Grades:  9, 10   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
Receives honors quality points  

 Prerequisite:  Placement by department. 
 
NOTE:  This class will meet an additional 75 minutes per week usually before or after school or 
during lunch. 

This laboratory course takes a more in-depth look at the topics studied in the college prep course. 
Additionally, the relationship of structure and function, biotechnology, and the role of science in 
society are also studied.       

 
 
842/834 Chemistry  

Grades: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Prerequisite:  Biology. 
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Chemistry is the study of matter and the changes it undergoes. This college preparatory course 
emphasizes the following topics: chemical reactions, atomic theory, stoichiometry, gas laws, 
chemical bonds, thermodynamics, kinetics, chemical equilibrium, and acid-base theory at 
introductory levels. The laboratory component is crucial in examining both quantitative and 
qualitative aspects of chemistry.   

 

838  Honors Chemistry  
Grades:  10, 11, 12  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Receives honors quality points  

Prerequisites: Biology, a "B" or better in math courses, and/or departmental approval.  
 
NOTE: This class will meet an additional 75 minutes per week usually before or after school or 
during lunch. 
 
This course takes a more in-depth look at the topics in the college prep Chemistry course and 
also focuses on oxidation-reduction, electrochemistry, and biochemistry.  
 
 
 
844  Physics  

Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Prerequisites: A minimum of "C" in previous math and science courses, concurrent enrollment in 
any mathematics course appropriate to the grade level, and/or department approval. 

This course is the general physics introductory course for high school students in the college 
preparatory program. It is designed to give a basic overview of physical laws and laboratory 
procedures necessary for taking college level programs. A working knowledge of algebra and 
geometry is expected. The course covers the following topics: mechanics, heat waves, electricity, 
and light. Students are expected to gain skill in the methods of physics, the interpretation of data 
and the relationship between several variables.  

 
 
848  Honors Physics  

Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Receives honors quality points 

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, grades of "B" or higher in math courses, and/or department 
approval. 
 
NOTE: This class will meet an additional 75 minutes per week usually before or after school or 
during lunch. 
 
This course is a more in-depth look at the concepts covered in the college prep physics course.  
A working knowledge of Algebra and Geometry is expected. The course covers the following 
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topics: mechanics, heat waves, electricity, magnetism, and light.  Students are expected to gain 
skill in the methods of physics, the interpretation of data and relationship between several 
variables.  
 
 
 
845  Bioethics 
  Grades: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00  Full Year 
Prerequisites:  Biology and Chemistry or Physics and/or departmental approval. 
Bioethics is the study of the application of ethical principles to issues in biological study.  This 
course examines the morality of human choices and actions, and is offered as a response to the 
complications brought on by developments in scientific research.  This course concentrates on 
the topics of genetically engineered foods, cloning, stem cell research, transplantation, gene 
manipulation and environmental policies.  The laboratory component investigates techniques in 
biotechnology.  Additionally, the course will examine the nature of ethical decision-making and 
apply the principles learned to specific scientific issues. 
 
 
 
853  Earth and Environmental Science  
  Grades:  11, 12  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
Prerequisite:  Biology and Chemistry or Physics and/or departmental approval. 
 
This is a laboratory course that aims to introduce students to the scientific principles, concepts 
and methodologies required to understand the inter-relationships of the natural world, to identify 
and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks 
associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions to resolving or preventing 
them.   
 
 
 
859  Advanced Placement Biology  

Grade: 11, 12   Credit: 1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points. 
St. Mary's University PACC course.  

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and/or departmental approval.  
 
NOTE:  This class will meet an additional 125 minutes per week usually before or after school or 
during lunch.  
 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory course usually taken by 
biology majors in their first year. Topics include molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and 
organisms and populations.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
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858  Advanced Placement Chemistry  
Grades:  11, 12  Credit:  1.00   Full Year  
Receives honors quality points. 

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and/or departmental approval.   
 
NOTE: This class will meet an additional 150 minutes per week, usually before or after school, 
or during the lunch period.  
 
Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a first-year college chemistry 
course. It builds on the foundations of Chemistry, but places greater emphasis on chemical 
calculations and problem-solving. The course focuses heavily on the development of advanced 
laboratory skills and prepares the student to take the Advanced Placement Chemistry Exam. 
Because of the greater range and depth of topics covered, the course requires additional time and 
effort from the student.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
 
 
 
868  Advanced Placement Physics B 
  Grades:  11, 12 Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points. 
 
This course provides a systematic development of the main principles of physics, emphasizing 
problem solving and helping students develop a deep understanding of physics concepts. It is 
assumed that students are familiar with algebra and trigonometry, although some theoretical 
developments may use basic concepts of calculus.  This course provides a foundation in physics 
for students who plan to continue in college in the life sciences, pre-medicine, and some applied 
sciences, as well as other fields not directly related to science. 
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
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Social Studies Department 
 
 
Our purpose is to develop a student rooted in the values and wisdom of western civilization. We 
strive to accomplish this through the interactive study of history, refined arts, political economy, 
and western and influential non-western cultures. We further believe that this purpose is best 
served when pursued within the bounds of a proper Christian faith as articulated in the Gospel 
and the values contained therein. Finally, we believe that these efforts will produce an individual 
aware of the relation and dependence of humankind.  
 
 
 
912/913 History of Western Civilization  

Grades:  9, 10  Credit:  1.00   Full Year  
NOTE:  This course must be completed by the end of sophomore year. 

  
This course is designed as a survey of the most important ideas, cultural patterns, people and 
events that have helped shape our Western Civilization. The course is not a global history; non-
western areas are intentionally excluded from the survey. There is a stress on a cause-and-effect 
relationship moving through the material with emphasis given to particular movements, countries 
and events grouped in units and then related to other units. The first semester covers the time 
span to approximately 1500 AD. The second semester covers the time period leading up to the 
current age. Contributions of Catholic Christianity to European and New World civilizations are 
placed in perspective within the course. Additionally, an emphasis will be given to map study as 
well as graph, chart, and outline analysis.  
 
NOTE:  Course 912 covers the same basic information as presented in Western Civilization but 
more time is spent on each of the topics with more emphasis on basic skills in each of the 
lessons. Evaluation is more fact based and less analytical than in the average level class. Students 
will be placed into this course at the discretion of the department.  
 
 
 
918  History of Western Civilization 
  Grades:  9, 10  Credit:  1.00  Full Year 
  Receives honors quality points. 
 
This course will make students aware of the elements of western civilization and their origins, 
providing them with knowledge of the fundamental causes and effects of those elements and 
origins.  It will provide an appreciation for the values and virtues of western civilization and 
teach that history is the story of man’s successes and failures as he moves towards his end as a 
being made in the image and likeness of God.  The course will also develop a particular 
understanding of the central role of the Christian Church in leading the West in its development.  
All of the above will occur within the context of a reading- and writing-intensive course driven 
by daily lectures. 
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923  World Geography  
  Grades: 10, 11  Credit: 1.00  Full Year  
 
This course is offered to help students gain knowledge and understanding of various parts of our 
world, the physical characteristics that distinguish our earth and the effect that physical 
environment has on various parts of the globe and various peoples and cultures. The emphasis in 
the first semester is on geographic skills, a basic familiarity with physical aspects of the earth, 
and survey of the physical and cultural aspects of North and South America. The second 
semester continues with the physical and cultural features of Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia.  
 
 
 
929  Advanced Placement World History  

Grade:  10   Credit:  1.00   Full Year   
  Receives honors quality points. 
 Prerequisites: Grades of “B” or higher in both #913 Western Civilization and #113 Composition 
and Literature I and departmental approval. 
 
This is a one-year course geared toward preparing the student for the Advanced Placement exam 
in World History.  In addition to a basic exposure to the factual narrative, the student will 
develop a greater understanding of the patterns and impact of interaction among major societies 
and the relationship of change and continuity across world history between 8000 B.C.E. to the 
present.  This is achieved through combining selective factual knowledge with appropriate 
analytical skills.    
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
 
 
 
933  United States History  

Grade:  11   Credit:  1.00   Full Year  
NOTE:  The United States Constitution Test is administered in this course.  
 
This course is required for graduation. It is a survey of the ideas, cultural patterns, personalities, 
and events that make up our democratic heritage, our American ideals, and our traditions of 
government. Particular movements, regions, cultural development, and series of events are 
discussed in unit framework with cause-and-effect relationships rooted in our developing 
national destiny.  Issues and concepts are given great emphasis, especially in regard to current 
situations, either political, international, economic or cultural.  
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939  Advanced Placement United States History  
Grade:  11   Credit:  1.00   Full Year   

  Receives honors quality points. 
  St. Mary’s University PACC Program course.  
NOTE:  The United States Constitution Test is administered in this course.  
Prerequisites: A grade of “B” in both Social Studies and English and departmental approval. 
 
This course satisfies the United States History requirement for graduation. This is a one-year 
course geared toward preparing students for the Advanced Placement exam in United States 
History. The course covers the same basic information as presented in the United States History 
course, but in more depth and with greater intensity. An emphasis is placed on the written 
analysis and interpretation of the cause-and-effect relationships present in our history, and how 
these have shaped our national character and destiny.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
 
 
 
935  Sociology  

Grades:  11, 12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester  
St. Mary’s University PACC Program course. 

 
This one-semester course covers the systematic study of social life. The course is especially 
concerned with studying group influences on individual behavior. It covers the traditional 
sociological topics including culture, social interaction, socialization, groups, deviance, 
inequality, and the major institutions such as the family, religion, government, and education. A 
major goal of the course is to enable the student to become aware of himself and to realize his 
impact on those around him, thus guiding, in a desirable way, his actions with others. This class 
is intended to be useful for those students thinking of careers in social work, law enforcement, 
research, teaching, and all generally service-oriented occupations. 
 
 
 
936  Chicago Studies  

Grades:  11, 12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester  
 
This course will cover a wide range of disciplines using the City of Chicago as a case study. The 
curriculum is developed to integrate several of the social studies into one class, broadly exposing 
students who might not otherwise be able to experience numerous courses. This course will 
cover six main areas including: geography, history, economics, political science, sociology 
(community), and anthropology (culture). The Chicago Studies course has a dual purpose: 1) to 
interest students in the social studies, and 2) to teach students about their environment, namely, 
Chicago. Students will be required to attend three of five field trips, most of which will be 
planned on weekends.  
 

42 
 



937  African American Studies 
  Grades:  11, 12 Credit:  0.50  One Semester 
 
This course will be an introduction to the study of the African American Experience from 
African origins to the Civil Rights Movement.  It will explore the historical, cultural, and social 
issues of African Americans.  The goals of this course are to educate the students about the 
significant events of African American history, the role of African Americans in shaping history, 
and the development of racial prejudice and its impact on American history. 
 
 
 
958  Advanced Placement Government  
  Grades:  11, 12  Credit:  1.00  Full Year  
  Receives honors quality points. 
Prerequisites: A grade of “B” in both Social Studies and English and departmental approval. 
 
This is a one-year course geared toward preparing students for the Advanced Placement exam in 
United States Government and Politics.  An investigation of the principles of American Democ-
racy, political behavior, legal rights and obligations and fundamental mechanics of our 
governmental system are explained in a discussion situation. The course is designed to prepare 
students for responsible citizenship upon their graduation from Notre Dame.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
 
 
 
943  Contemporary United States History  

Grade:  12   Credit:  0.50   One Semester  
 
This one-semester course covers the period of American history that begins with America's exit 
from World War I and concludes with the present day. Particular emphasis will be given to the 
increasingly global role the United States has come to play in this period. Additionally, the effect 
of the wider world on the course of American history will be emphasized. Finally, several other 
themes will be examined such as the growing role of the federal government in the lives of 
Americans, the waxing and waning of the isolationist impulse and the increasing diversity of 
America in the twentieth century.  
 
 
 
944  Economics  

Grade:  12  Credit:  0.50  One Semester  
 
This course covers three broad areas: the framework of economics, the production and 
distribution of goods, and basic politico-economic systems. Students are expected to demonstrate 
mastery of several principles, and their necessary corollaries, contained within each of the three 
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main subject areas. Students will also regularly analyze and interpret outside readings in light of 
the above.  
 
 
 
945  Psychology  

Grade:  12   Credit:  0.50   One Semester  
St. Mary’s University PACC Program course  

 
This course emphasizes the processes and problems of personality and interpersonal relations. 
Students are invited to see that psychological knowledge and insights can help them guide the 
development of their personalities in desirable ways and help in understanding the feelings, 
needs and motives of others. It is hoped that the course will enable an individual to become 
aware of himself and others to a greater degree.  
 
This one-semester course attempts to familiarize the students with some of the major areas of 
psychology by examining traditional as well as current thinking in the field. Topics include 
psychology, sensation, perception, states of consciousness, learning, memory, language, 
intelligence, life span development, motivation, personality, and abnormal behavior. It is 
intended to be useful for those students thinking of careers in counseling, law enforcement,  
clinical work, research, government, business, teaching, and all psychology-based occupations.  
 
 
 
959  Advanced Placement European History  

Grade:  12   Credit:  1.00   Full Year  
Receives honor quality points. 
St. Mary’s University PACC Program course.  

Prerequisites:  A grade of “B” in both Social Studies and English and departmental approval.  
 
This is a one-year course geared toward preparing the student for the Advanced Placement Test 
in European History.  In addition to a basic exposure of the factual narrative, the student will 
develop an understanding of some of the principle themes in modem European history 
(approximately between the years 1450 AD to the 1990s) and an ability to analyze historical 
evidence.  
 
NOTE:  All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement class are required to take the Advanced   
Placement exam in that subject in May of the academic year. 
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PACC Program 
 

Program for Advanced College Credit 
through St. Mary's University of Minnesota 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The St. Mary's University of Minnesota Program for Advanced College Credit (PACC) provides 
college-level and credit courses to parochial secondary school students in the high school setting. 
We are pleased that Notre Dame College Prep will participate in this program. 
 
Benefits of PACC to Notre Dame Students: 
 

• Academically challenges superior high school students  
• Students continue high school experiences while earning college credit  
• Students take a much broader range of courses once in college  
• Students earn college credit, generally transferable  
• Students utilize college-level textbooks and participate in lectures by college professors  
• Students may find greater flexibility once in college for purposes of graduation, majors, 

internships, etc. by earning college credit in high school  
 

Academic Information  
Notre Dame faculty are hired as adjunct professors and follow approved syllabi, texts, and 
assessment instruments which measure course learning outcomes. This faculty is monitored by 
full-time St. Mary's University faculty. St. Mary's is dedicated to serving and strengthening the 
nation's religiously-affiliated high schools.  
 
Student participants must be enrolled in the designated Notre Dame courses to earn St. Mary’s 
credit.  In addition, they must have at least a "B” average and scored in the top 50% on the ACT 
or PSAT.  
 
Students enrolled in PACC courses are considered St. Mary's University students; and as such, 
will retain an official transcript in the registrar's office.  
 
If a student chooses to attend college elsewhere, these credits are considered transfer credits. 
Consequently, PACC credits will usually be accepted by most colleges and, if the student has 
earned a grade of "C” or better, will be transferred. It is the responsibility of the student to 
verify whether or not their intended college will accept this transfer credit. 
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